SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE

SARL NEWS SUNDAY 13 APRIL 2003

You are listening to Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South 
African Radio League, the National society for Amateur Radio in 
South Africa, with a news bulletin that is broadcast every Sunday 
at 08:15 Central Africa Time (CAT) in Afrikaans and at 08:30 CAT 
in English.

This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and on packet bulletin boards.

In the news today:

SARL HAMNET COMPETITION

ZS3BLUE SPECIAL EVENT STATION

SA AMSAT TO HOLD AMSATCON 2003

SARL WEBSITE MOVED

Stay tuned for more detail about this and other news items.

Also visit the SARL website or contact the SARL office, which is 
open from 09:00 to 13:00 on weekdays, by telephone 011 675-2393 
for information how to join the SARL, book sales and other 
relevant amateur radio matters.

Clubs and individuals are invited to submit news items of 
interest to amateurs on the web site of the SARL on 
www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp not later than the Thursday 
preceding the bulletin date.  It would be appreciated if you 
could do it in both Afrikaans and English.  Please note that the 
old address news@sarl does not exist any more.

You are listening to ZS6SRL.

The news in detail follows:

SARL HAMNET COMPETITION

This afternoon from 14:00 to 16:00 CAT, the annual SARL Hamnet 40 
metre Simulated Emergency Contest will be on the air.  Amateurs 
can participate in one of four categories ranging from single 
operator stationary mobile or portable to multi-operator portable 
to base station.  Stations in South Africa, Namibia, Botswana, 
Zimbabwe, Swaziland, Mozambique, Lesotho, Marion Island and South 
African Antarctica can participate and only contacts with 
amateurs in these countries will be valid for this contest.  

With the ideal weather conditions prevailing this is a good 
opportunity to pack a picnic basket, set up a field station, and 
work the contest.  The rules for this popular contest have been 
sent to branch and club secretaries during the past week.  The 
rules can also be found on the SARL website at www.sarl.org.za.

ZS3BLUE SPECIAL EVENT STATION

A group of five amateurs from the Boland Amateur Radio Club are 
going to set up a special event station during the Easter Weekend 
at Verneuk Pan, between Brandvlei and Van Wyksvlei in Bushman 
Land.  The station with the call sign ZS 3 BLUE will commemorate 
the 1929 attempt by Sir Malcolm Campbell to break the world land 
speed record in his famous Bluebird racing car.  Campbell 
achieved 218 miles per hour (351 km/h) but could not break the 
record held by Major Seagrave at the time.

Operation will be on the HF bands using SSB, PSK31 and SSTV.  
SSTV pictures will be broadcast during the Saturday on the even 
hours.  A special QSL card will be available for all QSOs made, 
digital and otherwise.  QSL via the Boland Amateur Radioklub.

ROAD SAFETY DURING THE EASTER WEEKEND

Many people in South Africa will be taking to the roads during 
the Easter Weekend as well as the long weekend following it.  
Radio Amateurs across the country are asked to monitor the 
preferred Hamnet frequencies and provide assistance when 
requested.  Please drive safely if you are taking to the roads 
and enjoy the break.

SA AMSAT SECURES SPONSORSHIP FOR AMSATCON 2003 

SA AMSAT has secured a R5 000 sponsorship from WorldSpace 
Southern Africa for the Amateur Radio Satellite Conference to be 
held on 24 May 2003 at the National Amateur Radio Centre in 
Gauteng.

In addition WorldSpace has also made a WorldSpace satellite 
receiver available, which will be the main attendance prize for 
delegates attending the conference.

Papers already accepted for the programme include: Weather 
Satellites for Schools, Reception of weak signals and Getting up 
and running an OSCAR 40 station.  If you would like to present a 
paper, send a synopsis to saamsat@intekom.co.za by 15 April 2003.

To book, visit the SARL Website at www.sarl.org.za for details or 
send an email to saamsat@intekom.co.za to request conference 
documentation and regular updates.

NEXT INTECNET ON MAY 18

The next INTECNET will the held on Sunday 18 May.  Diarise the 
date and get your club connected to the network.  Send details of 
the telephone number to be connected to the Teleconference Bridge 
and details of the repeater to be linked to armi@sarl.org.za.  

ZS1RBN ROBBEN ISLAND EXPEDITION A SUCCESS

On Thursday 3rd April an advance party consisting of Vidi ZS1EL, 
Kosie ZS1SR and Malcolm ZS1MC set up camp in a vacant lighthouse 
keeper's house on the island.  They installed a tri-band beam and 
a G5RV and started operating on SSB at about 17:00 CAT.

Phil G3SWH, David G3UNA and Andrew ZS1AN, who set up a CW 
station, including a linear amplifier kindly loaned by the Cape 
Town Amateur Radio Centre, joined them on Friday.  Phil's luggage 
was mislaid by the airline, but Bud ZS1B came to the rescue and 
leant the expedition a bug, which he delivered to them at the 
waterfront in an excellent display of ham spirit.  The second 
station was soon up and running from the lighthouse office, using 
an inverted V supported from the top of the lighthouse.  There 
was sufficient spare equipment to set up a second CW station in 
the kitchen of the house, which made use of the G5RV when the SSB 
station was using the beam.  All stations were equipped with 
laptop PCs for logging.

The operators worked in shifts to run two or three stations 
around the clock.  Propagation was variable, with bands often 
fading in and out suddenly, and with an interesting effect where 
the SSB station in particular was receiving very weak signals but 
being given apparently genuine 57 to 59 reports.  Rigs were 
swapped in case there was a problem with the receiver, but 
experienced the same effect with the new rig.

The ZS1RBN team was rewarded by large pileups on all bands, with 
a total of about 6 500 QSOs for the weekend.  The return ferry, 
which had been scheduled for 10:30 on Monday, was delayed until 
16:00 giving the team a welcome extra few hours of operating.  
They arrived back tired but satisfied that the expedition had 
been a success.

QSL cards must be sent to Phil G3SWH, either direct to 21 
Dickensons Grove, Congresbury, Bristol, BS49 5HQ, U.K, with SAE 
and return postage or via the RSGB bureau.

SARL WEBSITE MOVED

Richard ZS2CLI, the SARL Webmaster reports that the SARL website 
has been moved onto a new web server using all the latest 
technologies available.  Although this move should not affect the 
functioning of the site, users are asked to please report any 
malfunctions you might come across during the next few days.  
This will help us catch any gremlins that might have got in when 
we were not looking.

NEW METHOD OF NEWS SUBMISSION

Remember, the new method for the submission of items for SARL 
News bulletins is to connect to the SARL website.  Visit 
www.sarl.org.za/newsinbox.asp and type the news item directly 
into the space provided.  Or to save time and money, type the 
item beforehand in text format, copy it and then paste it after 
connection into the space provided. Click on "Send item" and 
disconnect.  All the bulletin compilers will then receive the 
item the first time they download their email

FREQUENCY AND TIME CHANGES FOR ARMI

A reminder that Amateur Radio Mirror International transmission 
at 10:00 CAT has changed its frequency of 21560 kHz to 17 815 
kHz.  9 750 kHz remains in use.  The Monday transmission has 
moved one hour later to 21:00 CAT but will continue using the 3 
215 kHz frequency.  Telkom and Sentech sponsor ARMI.

DIARY OF EVENTS

Make a note of the following dates in your diary:

13 April SARL HAMNET 40 Metre Competition;

18 - 21 April ZS3BLUE from Verneuk Pan in the Northern Cape;

18 April World Amateur Radio Day;

27 April SARL Presidents Net;

10 May Scopex Exhibition from the SA Military Museum and ZS6NOM 
on the air;
and the VHF Digital Workshop (details to follow);

17 May Radio Amateur Examination;

18 May SARL INTECNET;

24 May AMSATCON 2003 at the NARC;

28 June Home Constructors Open Day at the West Rand Club.

This bulletin was compiled by Dennis ZS4BS and read by .........
from ........ as a service to radio amateurs, short wave 
listeners and electronic enthusiasts.

You have been listening to ZS6SRL, thank you for joining us.  
Also many thanks to those persons who supply news for our 
bulletins and the amateurs who relay the bulletins so regularly.

Goodbye everyone.

/EX
